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Tast night marked the close of the great-
est Christmas from a
point of wiew ever known in this city.
Merchants who Bandis the articles ealeu-
lated to bring Christmas joy to the little
folks, mand the big cones, 100, arc agreed
that in gquantity and in quality the puor-
chases of this year greatly exceed those of
any other holiday season since they have
been In business.

It is mot becauss the epirit of glving has
undergone a revival, but rather because
there Is more money to bhack up tha spirit
than in former years. Perhaps the pur-
€hases of the rich have been no greater
than usual, but those of the middie classes,
upon whom the purveyor of Christmas
trinkets must depend, have had the neces-
sary funds to carry out thelr desires and
even the usually very poor have been able
to buy wsomething to gladden the
bearts of their little ones  TYes-
terday marked the finish Belsted cus-

apeind

talos were drawn Heavily laden wagons
whirled through the streets, delivering
purchases to homes or to the varicus ex-
press offices. Christmas packages cccupled
&8 much room in the strectcars os the pas-
sengers who held them, whils estrians
Were compelled to cling tightly to thelr
to prevent them from being car-
In the dense throngs.

markets the stalikeepers, with ro-
help, were kept busy all day long
out turkevs and chlekens and
d the other deilcacies that go to
ths Christmas dinner. Many of
out of stock long before the day
sed and were compelled, though re-
¥, to direct costomers 1o other

ﬁu office was one ol the buslest
the city. Parcels too =mall 1o be
express streamed into the boxes
long and every mali wagon that
olng trains was loaded to jis
with the Nttle articles that will
to thelr destination,
. evergreen and flowers formed mo
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LIVELY FINISH OF CHRISTMAS-SHOPPING SEASON IN BUSINESS DISTRICT,
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BEFORE CHRIST/MAS.

LOOKING NORTH ON BROADWAY, AT THE INTERSECTION OF LOCUST STREET, LATE YESTERDAY AFTERNOON.

small part of the day's purchases. Flor-
ists’ wagons seurried all over the elty un-
til the tired horses must have thanked
the squine Delty that Christma= comes but
once a year.

SAGE IN OPTIMISTIC HUMOR.

Aged Financier Discusses Business
and Christmas Festivities.

REFPUELIC EPFCIAL

New York, Dec. 24.—Rosss]l S8age walked
briskly up lower Broadway this evening
to attend a mecting In the Western Union
bullding. He was in excellent humor and
chuckled pleasantly when he was asked
kow he expecisd to spend Christmns Day.

*“0h, quietly with my family,” he said in
his guick, jerky way., “You know I'm =z
man of gquiet tastes.™

“What do you think of the market, Mr
ey

“It's all right. There's a dispesiticn to

even up matters a little; a sort of closing

average head,—on your head. How i

many of these have you lost since

yesterday ? Since a year ago? :
How long do you calculate it will

be before you will have thin hair, or

no hair at all ?

Better feed your hair and make it
stronger and more vigorous. There’s )
only one genuine hair-food, Ayer’s Hair Vigor.
It stops falling of the hair, makes the hair grow,
and always restores color to gray hair.

ulhvetudAyﬁ;glm\'garfwzg‘rgtmyymaﬁﬂnﬁMmm
satisfactory results. ave recommended it to a great macy of my friends, and
m;ﬂu are satisfied with it, too. We don'tth.’ngkysmﬂ[ngnrm
mnch for it."— Mzs. A. EpwaRDs, San Francisco, Cal.

A0, A Srvegiais.

3.C,AYER CO., Lowell, Msss,

up of affairs for the year, so as to start
efresh the new year.”

Do you think the members of the Stock
Exchange are as happy to-day as they were
last Christmas Eve?”

The old finuncier laughed outright.

“Pyrhaps not, but I don't know why they
should not be” he sall. “You see the fu-
ture is all Ticht. say what Feople _t'ilL '
have attepded four corporation meelings to-
day and every one of them showed up weil
No fault to be found with the future.™

o vou like this Christmas seaton, AMr.
Sage?T’

“Yes. ves™

“This is a tima
tenderer, Mr. Sage™

“Yes, yes.”

“aAnd when the test part of man’s nature
ecomes out of him and makes him feel the
tor the privileges the season af-

when hearts becoms

Lotter ve
foris o s
“Yes, yes."

AND SANTA BRAVED SMALLPOX.

Quarantine Guards Unable to Keep
Him From £hild’s Room

REFPURLIC SPECIALL

Middletown, N. Y., Deec. 2.—Worry lest
Santa Claus will be barred from the pest-
ridden house of Mr. and Mra. Bernard Cun-
ningham, on Genung streel. was uppermost
in the mind of their 4-yvas-old daughter
Sadie, who |= suffering from smallpsx to-
night.

The house |3 quarzntined. When Doctor
Cantield vislted the litile ona to-day the
child asked:

“Iwctor, do you think Santa Claus will
dare come to & house Where there Is small-
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The physician assured the little sufferer
that KEriss Kringle was an immune, and
that he would make a_visit.

~Digctor, how will he get past the quar-
antine guard? Don’t you think the guard
will stop him?" persisted the child.

The doctor again assured her that Santa
and his reimdeers would tolerate no Inter-
ference and the child went Into peaceful
sleep.

The doctor related his story after jeaving
the house and, In short order, a collect on
of Christmas glfts such as never before
brightened the Cunningham home was dis-
patched there.

PARDONS AS CHRISTMAS GIFTS.

Governor Dockery Will To-Day Re-
lease Three Convicts.
REPUBLIC SPECIAL.
Jefferson Cjpy, Mo., Dec. MN—Governor
Dockery wiil to-morrow, give Christmas
gifts to the following convicts In the shape

of dons:
/fillam Cummings, Jasper County, as-
sault to rob; ten years from July 11, 1896,
E. Frederick, City of St =, murder
in the second degree; ffteen years from
December 17, 186,

SANTA CLAUS VISITS
THE CITY HOSPITAL.

Abundant Christmas Cheer for
the City’s Sick and Un-
fortunate,

Sania Claus Invaded the City Hospital
last night. and. making hls toriuous way
through the narrow. crcoked corridors of
the ramshackle, gloomy-locking pile In the
semigloom c¢f the supper hour, took posses-
sion of the room which Serves as a subati-

the building on the second floor. and set to
work to provide Chrigtmas cheer for the
unfortunats inmates. He worked, rapidly,
for his time waa preclous, and within a

bandsomely decorated bower that reemed a
nook transplanted from Kriss
own demain.

the brackets supporting the electric lights
clusters of holly and mistletoa hung In
graceful festoons. At the north end were
three giont Christmas trees, handsomely
decorated and lighted. from whose thick
branches were spupended the gifts that
Santa Claus had provided lor his guests. A
plano in one corpner bore evidence of tha
fuct that wise old Banie was awnare that
hearts attuned to Christmas cheer and
mirth would find surcease for the overflow
of gluiness o musfe of 4 more maierial
Torm.

When Santa Claus had clapped his hands
"thrice, after the good old storybook fash-
fon, notifying his beneficiaries that the
feast wus welcome, and disappeared
through one of the secrel passageways,
Doctor Nietert. superintendent of the hospl-
tal, summoned his staff of physiclans and
nurses and went through the highways and
byways of the hospital, summaning the
Euests to the feast. Every ward and divi-
sion was searched, and wherever there was
a convelescent patlent able to leave his or
her bed, they were assembled, and, under
the guldance of the attendsnts, marshalled
in the corridors and marched into the
amghitheater.

The sick, the halt, the lame, the blind,
white and black, old and young, all classes
and conditons of poor and suffering unfor-
tunates, were bidden to the feast, and all
availed themselves of the privilege with an
eager Impatiénce born of long deprivation
af participation In the pleasures of their
more fortunate brethren.

Buch a joyous ghout of genuine pleasure

Allce S8mith, negro, City of St. Louls, mur-
der In the second degree; fifteen years from
October IL 158 g

© thalde

burst from the throats of the assembly
when, as they filed Into the amphitheater,
the sceDe before

Kringle's |

them. The sight of the evergreens and the
clusiers of holly, and the Coristmas trees,
resplendent In their wealth of tinsel and
color, thelr limbs heavy with the store of
Eifts, recalled to many visions of the lon

ago, and silrred within them memorles o

home and their hagpy. innocent childhood.
Hearts seared wit misary furgot thelr
gner!. and dim old eyes grew suspicioiusly
right, und old and young were children
aguln, as the rafters rang with cheers for
Santa Claus,

Under the guldance of the attendants the
Fuests were socn all seated In the Uers of
benches, the helpless Invalids dis-
posed comfortabiy in roller chairs and on
soft pillows within the edge of the lcwer
circle, the smalier children in the arms of
the pretty  white-clad nurses occupying
seate on the floor In a semicircle. When all
kad been disposed of Doctor Nietert made
an address, welcoming his guests to the
fenst prepared for them, and expressing
the hope that they would enjoy themselves

tute for an amphitheater, In the center of Ie

]

chort time the gloomy amphitheater was | am'd tumultuous abplats> from  the
transformed into a brilllantly lighted and ; pectant guests, and distributed the gifis

to their hearts® cootent.
H: then Intrcduced the Reverend D ¢ oo
ornell of Christ Church Catnedml, who
spoke of Christmus and the lescons It con-
veyed.

At the conclusion of Doctor Cornels ra-
marks Santa Claus, Imparzanated by ore of
the hospital patients, made his appiarnce

There grere oranges. cakes and candy for
every dhe, with toye for the small patents,
Even the nurscs amd Interres were remem-

The walls and ceilings were | bered, cach 1ecelving a small remembrance
coversd with holly and evergreen, and from | ff°m Doctor Nictert. The patlents who wer=

P unable to leav: thelr beds were remamberisd

1 & short

equally with their more fortunate falow-

f sufferers.

After the disiribuiion of gifts, there was
mme of vocal and Instrumen-
tal numbers, which was highly app:eciated
by the guests. AMiss E:zabeth Baker, a
nuree, gave o recitation from Jam s Whit-
comb Rliey. Doctor Kirchner ancghis si~
ter, Miss Katherine Kirchner, gave a dust
“Herceuse Tyrolienne, (D. Alard), on the
vioiln and piano. Doctors Mever and Holie
rendered the “Skaterz’ Waltz,” (Waldteu-
fel), an the cornet and plano.

Miss Fiske¢ of the Episcopallan Home
sang “Fear Not, O Israel.’” There were al-
=0 recilations nnd songs by Inmates of the
hospital, I[ncluding a negro quartet and o
balind by James Norton of Westl's Alins-
trels.  This concluded the entertainment
and the patients were dismissed to their re-
spective wards,

After the entertainment the annual daneces
of the Internes and nurses was given, and
the dancers made merry until midnight

The entertainment was the work of the
Reverend Doctor Comnell, Mrs. Holmes of
the Episcopalinn Home and Miss Warr, su-
perintendent of the Tralning School for
Nurses. The gifts were donated by busi-
ne=s houses,

The patients at the hospital to-day will
have turkey for dinner. with celery, vege-
tables, fruits and dessert. to remind them

of the Christmas reason.
CHRISTMAS AT WORKHOUSE.

Santa Claus Will Remember the

Prisoners With Presents, Ete.

Three hundred and fifty prisnners at the
8t. Louls city Workhouse wiil be treated
to a Christmus tree and a blg dinner at th=
institution to-day. Presents will be disir.b-
uted amcng the inmates and at noon all of

them will seated 1o a turkey feast
This will be thc first dinner of ths kind
that was ever given to the unfortunates and
ent Kempf pleasant

8 will make
far them for one dax, -

COffice Hours—3 a. m.
fogs till 520 p. m. Sundayvs,

ST. LOUIS CROWES
KIND T0 BEGGARS.

10 te L

Cliristmas Cheer Opens the Purse
Strings of Those Who Have
Alms to Give.

SMILING FACES OF THE POOR.

Unusoal Number of Unfortunates
Thronging the Shopping Dis-
tricts Are Not Molested
by the Police.

Yulaiide this rear has brought to St. Louis
&0 unususl number and varlety of profes-
stonal beggars. These people range from
the healthy type of man who stops business
men on the street and tells a story of great
need, to the old woman sitting on a camp-
stocl playing a wheezy hand organ. Be-
twean these two types are included the
woman with an armfull of Gables, the leg-
less pencil seller, the blind pegro. the an-
clent white-haired man and a host of cthers.
The present spell of mild weather is par-
ticularly favorable to mendicants It enables
them to stand about the sireets with a falr

| "Gl‘"ﬁ“lm; Republic Bld¢.. St. Lowis, Mo

o & p. m.. and Monday, Wednesday and Saturday even-

704 OLIVE STREET,
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RENT -

BUY
SELL \SSTATE

Borrow Meney,
larcaﬂ! Trust

those poverty cuts off from the jors of the
Money is given out freely, and

happiness finds a ready lstener, and those
who are spending meney for presents fo=
friend= and relatives, devote readily a por-
tion of their stor= to charity, and fecl the
better for It
An old, sightless man, who usually takes
his station at Fourth and Olive streets, re=
ceived vesterday LS. The oid fellow heand
the merry volces of the passing tSrong and
appeared (0 enter into the spirit of the
casion and become as happy as a blind
gar may get. He fondled the coina givem
him and now and again would smife \
At Washington svenue and Broadweg
there was a poor woman with five
looking children, the cidest not over 7
years old. She sald that people had
kind to her, and displayed something
$ in sllver coln. This, she said, was
tune for her and would enabie her
numercus things for the children.
would have as happy & Christmas
one.
An old negro who has been bl
chlidhood stood at Eighth and
streets. He said that in the last three days
%?.had ul:min ml?m?onw than had comer -
war Ina ., P
o U::'Ihhhth 3 it ap- :
without being *
. f known as -

resterday passed
proached by the class ¢
* This
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“pan iype
;r mmm;m lihfvnlt;lo:.:”!;ﬂ 5 yenss.
As a e they asl r
to eat ar to buy a night's lodging.
Iy they are refused. but they seemed happy
vesterlay. and when they met would show
each other quarters and half-dollars which. ..

tven them. -

A nouﬂ-‘ bie feature was the ﬁ .
shown by policemen in enforcing the )
pances relative to beggars.  Nemrly ewery -

o

Ageuymenaicani, who {s o familiar figure |
In the downtown streets these days 1

degree of comfort and the glvers of alms
give more attentlon to thels surroundings

x- | than when the mercury !s about the zero

mark. Slnce the rush of Christmas shop-
ping commenced, and the downtown streets
are thronged with people, there has been
good times for the begzar.

At this season the heart= of men and
women grow large and they feel sorry for

. one who sought alms was allowed togo W=

molested by the officers of the law. In

T el The iy hny Aot "
w v -
Iy an arrest was made, snflnwnll-

a woman interfered with,
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. W. Hammond Has Not Returned °

From a Hunting Trip. .-
C. W. Hammond. a barber, living in Kirlle «
wood, has been missing from home for the

V

last three weeks and his relatives have re- _

quested the county authoritles to assist o
them in searching for= him. b
Hammond departed about three weeks
ago on & hunting and fishing trip to Ca
Isiand. Since then his friends have
noth of him. The weather was warms .
when he left and he did not take any over-
coat

His relatives fear that he may have ~ .=

frozen to death. He is 42 years old

—_—— <
CHAMP CLARK’ RETURNS HOME

Senatorial Candidate Will
Several Speeches in Missouri.

REPUBLI: SPECIAL

Weshington, Dec. 21 — Repressnta
Champ Clark departed this evening for St
Louls From there b will go to varions

Eﬂhu in the State to make a (ew speeches,

e will be at LaGrang> Thursiay aft

the 2th; Canton num&»hm:;

Friday afternoon: Hutsv Saturday. amd
or Pa-

clll::d-y night either at Washington
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R Scientifie Discovery

RUMFORD

The Wholesome

BAKING POWDER

|
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+ | Enables the Dyspeptic to eat deli-
cate cake and hot flaky biscuit,
without distress or discomfort.
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